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Students of two new distance learning programs at Texas A&M University School of Law might be
separated by cities, states or even countries—but they'll still be bound together in their "cultish"
identities as Aggies, said William Byrnes, who created the programs.

Texas A&M Law announced Feb. 22 that it's accepting applications for two online graduate degree
programs in wealth management and risk management.

Whereas normal distance education courses might leave a student feeling like she's on an island
alone, A&M Law's programs aim to bring students together to feel like a team in the online community,
said Byrnes, executive professor and associate dean for special projects at Texas A&M Law. That's
part of latching the program on to the Aggie way of life, he said.

"They are about group think and living in the community and supporting your fellow person. That's the
kind of Aggie core ethics we are instituting," said Byrnes.

Over the six semesters it takes to complete the courses, students—both lawyers and nonlawyers—log
in online to take classes and do assignments on their own schedules. They can participate in
discussions, take tests, complete group projects and interact with professors—all online.

Both programs are accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and received
acquiescence from the American Bar Association. Lawyer-students would receive an LL.M., and
nonlawyer-students would receive an M. Jur. degree—which does not qualify them to become
attorneys. Byrnes said each program seeks to enroll 60 students per year. The students will be
working professionals with at least five years of experience in their fields.

Byrnes is a pioneer of distance education and created the first online LL.M. degree at an ABA-
accredited law school. Texas A&M Law recruited him to launch its programs, and he's spent two years
developing them. Byrnes said with a 10-person multimedia team working to design the courses using
modern technology, students should expect much more than just a headshot of a teacher and a
recorded voice with a script.

"I've been working on this 24 years and keep getting better and evolving. I took almost two years to
work and figure it out," he said. "What's going to be my validation is when industry pays for students to
come and take this program."
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