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Lawyer Found Guilty in Money Laundering
Case
Angela Morris, Texas Lawyer

October 24, 2016

A Texas attorney and two co-conspirators face 40 years in prison after a federal jury on Friday
convicted them in a case involving defrauding lawyers and law firms across the nation out of at least
$8.8 million.

Attorney Perry Don Cortese of Little River, Texas, and his co-defendants were convicted of conspiracy
to commit international money laundering and conspiracy to commit mail and wire fraud, according to
U.S. Attorney A. Lee Bentley III of Florida.

According to prosecutors, Cortese laundered victims' money through his interest on lawyers trust
accounts. He also met with people to retrieve money withdrawn from receiver accounts and he
recruited his paralegal and others to open accounts to launder money.

Tampa lawyer Michael Maddux, who represents Cortese, didn't immediately return a call seeking
comment.

The indictment in the case said that Cortese and a co-conspirator would incorporate "shell companies"
and then open bank accounts for the fake companies.

"Conspirators would and did contact victim lawyers and law firms, via email and telephone, for the
purported purpose of seeking legal representation in transactional dealings and legal disputes," said
the indictment. "The purpose of the contacts with the victim lawyers and law firms was merely to gain
access to their legal trust accounts."

They would get cashier's checks of $20 or less and use them to forge new cashiers checks payable to
the lawyers and firms in amounts of tens or hundreds of thousands of dollars. They told the lawyers
and firms that their matters had settled, and they sent the cashier's checks saying they were "the
supposed proceeds of the legal settlements and transactional conclusions."

The lawyers and firms would deposit the cashier's checks into their legal trust accounts. The
conspirators told the lawyers and firms to send all or part of the funds into the conspirators' shell
companies' bank accounts.

According to the indictment, the defendants ran other fraudulent schemes that involved hacking into
email accounts, faking relationships with people on social media and using fake email accounts that
appeared to come from legitimate businesses. The goal was to trick people to send money through
wire transfers to the defendants' accounts.
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