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Lynne Powers is remarkable in more ways than one. Even though she earned her law degree outside
the Lone Star State, she snagged the highest score on the Texas bar exam.

She's also only the third woman in the last 10 years to earn the top marks on the July exam, scoring
875 out of 1,000 points. There was no magic formula at play for the Loyola University New Orleans
College of Law graduate.

"I just think I worked really hard," Powers said.

Hard work no doubt played a role, but it's also true that she set her sights on becoming a lawyer and
began to work toward her goal at a very young age. She first started arguing cases in fourth grade.

She explained that she was in a gifted program at her elementary school in Clear Lake, a suburb of
Houston, and had the opportunity to take a class at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. She could
have studied small business, but instead picked mock trial because that's what her big sister took.

"I remember we went to an actual courthouse to do the trial. I just remember loving it. I don't
remember too many specifics, but there was never another question I was going to law school after
that," said Powers, now an associate with Morgan, Lewis & Bockius in Houston. "I like to think I am a
very rational person. It was logical, but it was still exciting," she said.

Powers held onto the idea of becoming a lawyer because she gravitated toward community service in
school. Throughout the years, she volunteered for programs that offered college students safe rides
home in the wee hours of the morning, treated homeless people to white-table-cloth meals, and
helped inner-city children with homework, reading and play as they waited for their parents to pick
them up after school. As a lawyer, Powers said she felt she could continue serving people.

Of being only the third woman in the past decade to have earned the highest test score, Powers said:
"That's really exciting! I had no idea. I'm pretty thrilled to be one of the three."

After earning her undergraduate degrees in communications and sociology at Texas A&M University,
Powers was ready for a change of scenery when she decided to go to law school.

"I really wanted to see something else in another state, but not too far away," said Powers, who
graduated in 2016. "It's a Jesuit school and they have a really good reputation for community service."
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During law school in 2014, she was a law clerk at Zimmerman Law Firm in Houston and she
completed an internship in Harris County's 309th District Court. Then in 2015, she served as a
summer associate in two New Orleans firms, Deutsch Kerrigan and Taylor, Wellons, Politz & Duhe.
During her third year, Powers was a student attorney in the Orleans Parish District Attorney's Office in
New Orleans.

After graduation, Powers said she had a hard time deciding whether to stay in Louisiana or move back
to Texas to practice law. Her current position at Morgan Lewis solved the dilemma, because the firm
was looking for a new attorney who could practice in both states. She's a litigator and handles a lot of
toxic tort cases.

Studying for the Bar

This summer, Powers returned to her parents' home in Clear Lake and "hunkered down" to study for
the bar. She recalled that she would wake up between 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. and spend her days on
test preparation in a spare bedroom that her parents transformed into a study. She put her mind to
memorization, drank a lot of Red Bull, flipped a lot of flash cards and used a homemade white board.

"I would maybe study till five in the morning. It was a lot," she said.

She said that sitting for the actual exam was surreal. Afterward, she felt good about her essays, but
was nervous about the multiple-choice questions. She said she tried not to focus at looking back at
her performance.

"When you are taking it, nothing is easy—it's very stressful," she recalled.

On Nov. 3, when the Texas Board of Law Examiners released the test results, Powers received an
interesting phone call at her law office. Texas Supreme Court Justice Don Willett, the court's liaison to
the TBLE, told Powers that he was calling the top three scorers on the exam, and he had already
phoned the bronze and silver winners.

"I was in disbelief for a very long time," she said. "I didn't expect it at all, having come not learning
Texas law specifically in law school."

When asked her advice for other law graduates preparing for the Texas bar, Powers said they must
work hard.

"It's a tough three months. It's tough to get away from distractions and really set your mind to just
studying for the whole time. But it is so worth it. I would also say to utilize your resources. Texas is
great about the amount of resources they give for the bar exam. They've posted for the past 10 years
the bar exam essays and best answers. That was a huge resource for me," Powers said.

What is next for her? Powers said next month she's planning to start studying to take the Louisiana
bar exam in February.

Contact Angela Morris at amorris@alm.com. On Twitter: @AMorrisReports.
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