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Though Not the Diva, Justice Ginsburg
Snags Juicy Part in Opera
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Sketch of the costume that Ruth Bader Ginsburg will wear in her role as The Dutchess of Krakenthorp on Nov. 12 in “The
Daughter of the Regiment.” (Sketch by Zack Brown for the WNO )

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has been promoted.

Ginsburg—a passionate, lifelong opera fan—will have a speaking part as The Duchess of
Krakenthorp in the Nov. 12 opening night of the opera, “The Daughter of the Regiment,”
presented by the Washington National Opera.

Opera spokesman Michael Solomon said that Ginsburg has served as a supernumerary, or
extra, three times in other performances. But this role is different.

“The scenes she has appeared at onstage have been party scenes where she is a guest in
the background,” Solomon said. “This role, she will actually be speaking—not singing, but
speaking. She has a very long monologue.”
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Ruth Bader Ginsburg

The opera is a comedy about a young woman, Marie, who
was orphaned on a battle�eld and raised by a regiment of
French soldiers. Marie wishes to marry a man who is
below her social status and forbidden from asking for her
hand. Another high society man is also pursuing Marie. As
the Duchess, Ginsburg comments about societal
expectations on marriage.

When asked whether the Duchess supported or opposed
Marie’s wishes, Solomon said that people would have to
attend the performance to �nd out.

“The Duchess is kind of a larger-than-life character,”
Solomon said. “People who have big personalities usually
play it because the Duchess has her own opinions on the
world.”

Although the company has many costumes in stock, it’s crafting a new dress, hat and
hairpiece specially tailored to �t Ginsburg’s petite dimensions. That’s not the only thing
specially tailored—the script was written just for Ginsburg.

“Audience goers—especially legal scholars—will be interested because I have heard several
lines of Justice Ginsburg’s more famous decisions have made their way into the script. The
legal community will have a �eld day really paying attention and scouring her dialogue for
bits and pieces of things she has written over the years,” Solomon said.
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