
8/22/2017 Three Indicted for Racketeering Fraud in Connection With Attempted Murder of Judge Kocurek | Texas Lawyer

http://www.texaslawyer.com/printerfriendly/id=1202768415518 1/2

NOT FOR REPRINT

    Click to Print or Select 'Print' in your browser menu to print this document.

Page printed from: Texas Lawyer

Three Indicted for Racketeering, Fraud in
Connection With Attempted Murder of Judge
Kocurek
Angela Morris, Texas Lawyer

September 23, 2016

Federal officials announced today that three men were indicted for roles in fraud and racketeering
schemes that involved the attempted capital murder of 390th District Judge Julie Kocurek of Austin.
But the 11-count indictment doesn't include the charge of attempted capital murder, which would have
to be filed in state district court rather than federal court.

Chimene Hamilton Onyeri of Houston—whom police identified as a suspect last year—and two others,
Marcellus Antoine Burgin of Cypress, Texas and Rasul Kareem Scott of Marrero, Louisiana, all face
charges of: conspiracy to participate in an enterprise engaged in a pattern of racketeering activity;
conspiracy to commit wire fraud; and aggravated identity theft. Onyeri also faces a charge of
conspiracy to commit mail fraud.

When their criminal enterprise was threatened, Onyeri, Burgin and Scott traveled to Austin to kill
Kocurek because Onyeri thought she would sentence him to prison, said the Sept. 20 indictment in
United States v. Onyeri, filed in U.S. District Court in the Western District of Texas in Austin. They shot
her, attempting to murder her in retaliation for her service as a judge, said the indictment.

On Nov. 6, 2015, Kocurek and her family were coming home from a Friday night high school football
game. The driver got out of the vehicle to move a bag of trash from the driveway. That's when gunmen
ambushed them and opened fire into the vehicle, striking Kocurek in the arm and hand. She lost a
finger and required a long hospital stay with extensive physical therapy. Previously, Kocurek had
presided over a criminal case against Onyeri for second-degree felony charge of fraudulent use of
identifying information.

Kocurek didn't return a call seeking comment.

Onyeri has been in jail for another, unrelated murder charge that was later dismissed—since shortly
after the attack on Kocurek. Authorities arrested Scott in New Orleans on Sept. 22. But Burgin is a
fugitive who is "armed and dangerous," said the release.

The group's schemes were in Austin, Houston and Louisiana, prosecutors allege. They engaged in
mail fraud, bribery of a public official, wire fraud, document fraud, access device fraud, money
laundering and offenses involving murder, said the release.

They installed debit card readers called skimmers and cameras on ATMs to steal card numbers and
PIN numbers from people and then used the data to take all the cash from those bank accounts. They
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also had a credit card skimming scheme to steal credit card information at stores and restaurants and
then use the information to buy gift cards and items and then sell the items for cash.

They used one of their stolen debit cards to pay expenses related to her attempted murder. In the
week leading up to Kocurek's attack, Burgin and Scott used two stolen debit cards to buy 15 money
orders that totaled $12,600. On Nov. 5, one day before the attack, all three defendants traveled in a
rented vehicle from Louisiana to Houston to Austin. Onyeri bought gloves at an Auto Zone and paid
with a gift card that had been bought with a stolen debit card. They checked into a Motel 6 and paid
with a gift card. On Nov. 6, Burgin and Scott bought clothes at Walmart using a gift card.

In another scheme, they would create and file fake income tax returns to get refund checks, cash
them in bank accounts and withdraw the money from ATMs. The indictment claimed that Onyeri
bribed a bank employee to create fake bank accounts, and agreed to pay $1,500 to someone Onyeri
thought was a postal carrier to intercept income tax refund checks.

The defendants face life in prison for the RICO conspiracy, 20 years for the conspiracy to commit mail
or wire fraud charge and a mandatory two years in federal prison for each aggravated identity theft
charge.

When asked whether the suspects will still face a charge of attempted capital murder, U.S. Attorney's
office spokesman Daryl Fields said he did not have an answer.

"I don't want to speculate," said Fields.

Rudy Magallanes, spokesman for the Travis County District Attorney's Office, declined to comment
about whether the office would charge the men with attempted capital murder. But he said to call back
in the coming days or weeks, and he pointed to a comment in the press release by Travis County DA
Rosemary Lehmberg, who didn't return a call seeking comment.

"This office will continue to work with federal authorities until all prosecutions are concluded," said
Lehmberg, noting that one of her assistant DA's was cross designated as an assistant U.S. attorney to
help with the federal prosecution.
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