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Dallas lawyer Talmage Boston's first brush with presidential history came from his mom's gift on his
seventh birthday: trading cards with photos of presidents and facts about their time in office.

The Winstead shareholder took a much deeper dive into the world of presidential historians in more
recent years with a series of more than 30 public interviews with history authors and former
government insiders. He's included those interviews in the book, "Cross-Examining History: A Lawyer
Gets Answers from the Experts About Our Presidents," which came out in September.

Boston, a civil litigator for almost 40 years, spoke with Texas Lawyer and about his perspective on
Donald Trump's upcoming presidency, seen through a historical lens. Here are his answers, edited for
brevity and clarity.

For people who wonder what will happen when Donald Trump is president, what president in
history is the most useful to study? Who compares with him?

In terms of someone who was kind of his own person and felt like he had almost a sense of absolute
power, maybe the closest analogy that comes to mind would be Andrew Jackson. He in many ways
believed that as president, he had a higher level of authority. Andrew Jackson believed the point of
being president was to accomplish good things for the United States. I think you could say that about
Trump. Jackson said, "the people of the United States elected me to be president of the United States,
and I will do whatever is necessary to further the interests of the United States." Donald Trump could
have said that quote.

Based on your knowledge of past presidents, what's your opinion about how Trump will do in
office?

I think it all depends upon: No. 1, whom is he going to surround himself with; and No. 2, is he going to
listen to them when they give advice? I don't think anyone knows the answer to the question. Thus far,
for the most part, he seems to be taking seriously the need to get qualified people, successful people,
in this cabinet positions. Is he going to respect the balance of powers among the three branches of
government? Nobody knows the answer to those questions because he's never held political office
before. We don't know how successful he's going to be, but one thing we know: He doesn't want to be
a failure.

Donald Trump billed himself as a Washington outsider while campaigning. Can you predict
anything about Trump's effectiveness based on the history of Washington outsiders?
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Anybody who has never served in Washington before is something of an outsider, and in recent years,
you look at who got elected president: Ronald Reagan had never been in Washington before. Bill
Clinton had never been in Washington before. George W. Bush had never been in Washington before.
Calvin Coolidge had only been a state governor before he was chosen as [Warren] Harding's vice
president. Coolidge was something of an outsider, and he became one of the great heroes of the
American economy in the balanced budget and eliminating deficits. Andrew Jackson had spent his
adult life in Tennessee and was really an outsider and really brought this new element of democracy,
beyond the original 13 states. I think you've got Theodore Roosevelt. He had been the governor of
New York. The whole issue—and this gets in the insider and outsider—you want someone who has
executive experience. That's why there have been so few presidents in history who went from merely
being a member of the House or U.S. Senate and didn't have the executive experience, who became
president. Trump—he has executive experience in the business sense, not the government sense.
You have all these unanswered questions about how good of a business executive is he? Yes, he has
glistening office towers and hotels and resorts. But he has a lot of failures. We don't have enough
information to balance out. Does he have more successes or failures? We don't know.

What other presidents boasted similar business experience, and how did they use it in office?
How does history show that it might impact Trump's presidency?

The only one who even got a nomination who had absolutely zero political experience was Wendell
Willkie in 1940, who lost to Franklin Roosevelt. He was a prominent lawyer in New York City. Herbert
Hoover was a fabulously successful businessman, arguably the Warren Buffett of his day. He was a
Stanford-educated engineer. He spent his career in the mining industry all over the world. He had
made a fabulous fortune for himself, then he decided to go into politics. Until he became president, he
was highly regarded. He was sworn into office in March 1929, then in the fall the Great Depression hit.
Herbert Hoover may have been a fine president if the Great Depression had not come along. The
Great Depression was like 9/11. It changed everything.

In the future, for those historians who study Trump's presidency, what are the factors upon
which they will judge him?

I think they're going to judge him on whom did he surround himself with among his advisers. I think
they will judge him on whether he works effectively with Congress in getting domestic legislation
passed. I think they will judge him on how much he uses executive orders on things he can't get
Congress to do. That was a big dissatisfaction with [President Barack] Obama: He used executive
orders more than his predecessors. I think he'll be judged on if he speaks and acts in ways that
respect the courts. I think he will be judged by whether he acted with integrity and wisdom and didn't
shoot from the hip or say things without thinking of the effect of his words.
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